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A non-profit Animal Welfare Organization & Low-Cost Spay/Neuter Clinic
	PRE-OPERATIVE

INSTRUCTIONS
	APPOINTMENT INFO

DATE:  __________________

NAME: __________________


1. If your pet appears to be sick or your female dog goes into heat, FOR THEIR SAFETY, you must call and re-schedule your surgery appointment (973-282-0890). There is no additional charge for rescheduling due to health reasons.  We advise that you bring your pet to a private veterinarian for an exam and treatment.  Ask your veterinarian for a note stating your pet is healthy enough to undergo surgery – bring this note with you when you come for your rescheduled appointment.

2. There will be a $20 penalty for not showing up for your appointment or rescheduling less than 2 days in advance.

3. All adult animals must have food withdrawn the night before surgery at 12:00 midnight. Pets must be kept indoors or confined. Any pet that remained outside all night without being confined will not be admitted for surgery. Animals 4 months or younger may have food until 6:00 AM the morning of surgery. All animals can continue to have water.
4. Admission time for dogs is between 7:15 and 7:45 am, for cats admission is between 8:00 and 8:30 AM. Please check–in at the front desk where you will read and sign a surgical release form.

5.  All dogs must be on a leash and all cats must be in individual carriers. If you do not have these items, you can purchase them at the front desk.
6. Pick up is between 5:00 and 5:30 PM. Animals DO NOT stay overnight after surgery.  If you cannot pick up at the specific time, you must reschedule your appointment. There is a $25 penalty for animals picked up late.

7. Please let us know if your pet needs to be vaccinated. Vaccines such as CVR (3 in 1) for cats, DHPP (4 in 1) for dogs, and rabies for both are included in our fee. If this is your pet’s first CVR or DHPP vaccination, we highly recommend your pet has another booster in 3 to 4 weeks at your private veterinarian.  Any animal that has not been vaccinated for rabies must receive a rabies vaccination the day of surgery. Heartworm tests for dogs should be done and have a NEGATIVE result.  If your dog has not been tested, we recommend that it be done before surgery by your private vet.  If you are unfamiliar with heartworms, please take a free pamphlet available in the Clinic waiting room. 
8. All female animals will have a spay tattoo applied at the time of surgery; this is a 1-2 cm green line next to the incision. A spay tattoo provides a reliable, permanent indication that an animal has been altered. If you do not want your animal tattooed, please seek spay services elsewhere.
9. We recommend these items for your pet after surgery:

Elizabethan Collars $5-6 - This will prevent your pet from reaching its stitches which can open or become infected. Dust Free Litter (for cats) - Regular cat litter can irritate or infect the incision area. (Yesterday’s News is available at the clinic $6 + tax) 
Relief Spray (optional) $10 - To relieve itching and discomfort of the shaved surgical area and stitches.  It is applied ONLY to the shaved area, NOT the incision. 
Pain medication for home use – Given by mouth for 3 to 5 days after surgery to relieve surgical discomfort. Dogs $20, cats $10.
